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1 . INTERVIEW WITH MEXICAN PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA APPEARING IN 
FEB. I ROME DAILY "IL MESSAGGERO" CONTAINED FOLLOWING QUESTION 
AND ANSWER ABOUT VATICAN PORTION OF VISIT: 

Q. DURING YOUR TRIP IN ITALY YOU WILL ALSO GO TO THE 
VATICAN FOR A TALK WITH PAUL VI. CAN THIS INITIATIVE OF YOURS 
BE CONSIDERED AS A EIRST STEP TOWARD THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN MEXICO AND THE HOLY SEE? 

A. "NO, NO A RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, 

WHICH WOULD BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL. WE ARE GOING TO SEE THE POPE 
BECAUSE WE SHARE THE SAME PREOCCUPATIONS FOR WORLD PEACE AND 
FOR THE SITUATION IN THE UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES AND IN THE 
THIRD WORLD. THE VATICAN DELEGATE IN GENEVA EXPRESSED HIMSELF 
IN AUTHORITATIVE TERMS EOR OUR INITIATIVE AT THE UN AND FOR 
OUR "CHARTER". THUS, WE ARE GOING TO THE VATICAN FOR THESE 
REASONS; DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ARE NOT INVOLVED." 

2. OUR VATICAN SOURCES ALSO SEE NO POSSIBILITY OE ESTABLISHMENT 
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AGREE THAT CALL OF POPE PAUL INTENDED AS GESTURE TO MEXICAN 
CATHOLICS AND PRESIDENT'S JUSTIFICATION OF VISIT IN CONTEXT OF 
POPE'S INTEREST IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND CHARTER OF ECONOMIC 
RIGHTS AND DUTIES IS MAINLY DEVICE TO SCOTCH ANY CRITICISM 
FROM MEXICAN ANTI-CLERIC AN QUARTERS. VOLPE 
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